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As your AKMG President and the Convention Chair, we are delighted 
to invite you to the 37th Annual AKMG Convention on July 14th–16th, 
2016 at the Eden Roc Miami Beach Resort, Florida. 

Miami Beach, Florida’s picturesque winter playground, is a sophis-
ticated community that’s full of visitors no matter the season. Wake up 
in a world-class accommodation, an ocean front resort. Visit museums 
and take a walk, or a jog, in a park with 360-degree views of the Atlantic 
Ocean. Shop at your favorite stores and discover unique boutiques with 
the perfect clothes, accessories, or home goods to commemorate your 
trip. Play eighteen holes at a nearby golf course. The food is spectacular, 

I am honored to be your AKMG President. I would like to thank the 
entire AKMG family for supporting me. Like every Indian organiza-
tion in the US, we are also going through a rough period, however, we 
will survive. In order to run this organization smoothly we really need 
to change without sacrificing the quality of our organization or conven-
tions. We will have to be open to new ways of thinking without changing 
the principles of the organization. Change is always difficult but business 
as usual doesn’t work anymore! Dear friends, you all will be receiving a 
notification for a SURVEY very soon in your emails. Please don’t ignore 
it, we value your suggestions. Please take a moment to review and answer 
all questions and also make comments. If you do not receive this email, 

… Continued on page 4
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with freshly caught seafood. Energize yourself at a spa during the day so 
that you can enjoy the amazing nightlife! Miami Beach has it all. Beyond 
the radiant sun, surf and sand, discover Miami Beach’s rich history as an 
entertainment and cultural destination. From world-famous Art Deco 
architecture to renowned nightclubs to designer fashions, so much goes 
on in Miami Beach that you don’t want to miss. It’s your dream vacation 
hosted by AKMG. 

Eden Roc Miami Beach Resort, an iconic hotel designed in the Mi-
ami Modern style, was completed in 1955-56 and renovated in 2008. The 
Eden Roc lobby and the Iconic hotel have been featured in several TV 
shows and movies, including, “I Love Lucy”, “Married to the Mob”, and 
“Just Cause”. Please go to their website to learn more about the resort: 
http:// www.edenrocmiami.com. It’s an upscale resort hotel that sits 
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Be Ready for the 37th Annual AKMG Convention, Miami Beach, July 14th–16th, 2016. Mark your calendar, 
get your engines fired up and be ready to have a great time in the world famous Miami Beach in July 2016. This is 
the time to plan ahead and make sure your friends and family members are ready to enjoy Miami Beach!

Dr. Sunil Kumar, our AKMG President and his Convention Team members are busy arranging a fabulous 
time for all of us in the AKMG Family in Miami Beach, Florida, July 14th-16th, 2016 to celebrate the 37th Annual 
AKMG Convention.

I want to thank our outgoing President Dr. Alex Thomas, Dr. Joseph Mathew and their team for a great 36th 
Annual AKMG Convention hosted in Philadelphia.

Membership: As an organization, we need to encourage new members to sustain us. Please utilize all the av-
enues available to you including hospital/clinic/ Kerala community based events to find and recruit new members. 
As you all know, the membership eligibility for AKMG is rather simple- any one in North America (USA and 
Canada) qualified as a Dentist or Medical Doctor, with any type of Kerala connection, by birth, ancestry, educa-
tion or marriage- are welcome. So nobody has to be born in Kerala, educated in Kerala or even be of Kerala an-
cestry for AKMG membership. Any individual even by marriage to a person of Kerala origin would be eligible!!!

Please communicate with the AKMG Membership Committee Chair, Dr. Tomy Paul Kalapparambath, tomy-
paulmd@aol.com regarding any inquiries.

Our global partners include AKMG Emirates, ATMG-UK (Association of Trivandrum Medical Graduates), 
MMA-UK (Malayali Medical Association), various Medical College Alumni organizations in Trivandrum, Ko-
zhikode, Alappuzha, Kottayam, Trichur and several more in Kerala.

We need to consider collaboration with the alumni organizations of various North American (US and Canada) 
medical schools as our next generation prospective AKMG members study and graduate from these institutions.

Dr. Majeed Paduvana, a very dynamic and well known AKMG stalwart, will be taking over the reins of our 
organization as the AKMG President in 2016. He has his job cut out to excel and exceed what we have achieved 
in 37 years :):):)

I also want to welcome Dr. Raji Menon, AKMG’s Secretary/Treasurer, from Canada. After a few pioneer 
female AKMG presidents including Drs. Shakuntala Rajagopal, Parvathi Mohan, and Radha Menon, here comes 
another valiant leader to exemplify our heritage and culture in which women are never second to any man, no 
matter what the job may entail!!!

Finally, a reminder about AKMG-HS (Humanitarian Services). Under Dr. Prem Menon, who has selflessly 
provided  several decades of leadership, AKMG-HS has funded various charitable and educational efforts in 
North America and India as well as elsewhere. As we succeed professionally and financially in North America, 
kindly channel your tax deductible dollars through AKMG-HS for various charitable missions. Giving is the best 
way to feel good; read the Rockefeller story, if need be.

Thank you all for being there for AKMG. Please visit our website akmg.org and submit your comments and 
suggestions to improve our website and the organization events.

Krishna R. Prasad, MD
krishnaprasad1974@gmail.com
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President-Elect
leaders who are taking the time and energy to improve health education 
in Kerala; we understand it is never an easy task. I promise that AKMG 
will be spending more energy and effort in the coming years on areas of 
importance from the members’ standpoints. As the President-Elect of 
this prestigious organization, I am sure we will be entering very exciting 
times ahead. I found more optimistic, energetic young physicians and 
their families during the 36th Convention and met many new members.  
I also found our former Presidents, senior leaders and members to be 
very supportive of new ideas and willing to go the extra mile for AKMG. 
I feel very proud to work in a leadership role for such a unique organiza-
tion. 

AKMG members and families are eagerly anticipating a wonderful 
time at the 2016 convention in Miami Beach, Florida. Myself and my 
wife, Thahiya, were fortunate this year to attend the AKMG Florida 
Chapter meeting and we could feel the excitement in the Floridians! We 
can expect fabulous festivities from the hard working Florida team with 
Dr. Sunil Kumar and Dr. Usha Mohandas leading the show. Please plan 
to attend the 2016 convention. I wish the convention committee all the 
best and will help their team in any way that I can. 

I am extremely happy to say that the Michigan Chapter of AKMG 
has already started to work on the 2017 Annual Convention. We are in 
the early stages of preparation. More to follow on this in the coming 
months. Please stay tuned!

Finally, I request all our AKMG members to help the organization 
grow stronger by actively taking part in its activities. Please attend local 
chapter meetings regularly and help the leaders of the chapters to update 
the membership data on a local level. Make sure every member is get-
ting our newsletter twice a year in print. Please alert the governing body 
members if any of our members are not getting these newsletters. Our 
newsletter editor, Dr. Krishna Prasad, is doing a fabulous job and spend-
ing sleepless nights bringing out these wonderful, artistic AKMG Re-
porters. Let us all make sure it reaches all AKMG members and families.

The 36th AKMG Convention in historic Philadelphia during the La-
bor Day weekend was well attended and a very enjoyable event. Let 
me congratulate wholeheartedly our 36th President Dr. Alex Thomas, 
Convention Chair Dr. Joseph Mathew and their Convention team for a 
wonderful Convention, and I thank them for all their hard work as well. 
As promised, the 2015 convention did not disappoint the attendees! The 
CME was a great mix of current topics and updates for every specialty, 
while also representing Primary care and Dentistry very well. The cul-
tural shows were amazing. Overall it was a great Convention, with never 
a dull moment during the three days of the convention.

AKMG is at present in the capable hands of a new, vibrant team un-
der the excellent 
leadership of our 
President, Dr. 
Sunil Kumar. I 
look forward to 
a wonderful year 
ahead with Sunil 
as the leader. I 
am extremely 
happy to say 
we have a new 
Secretary/ Trea-

surer from Canada. Dr. Raji Menon is an enthusiastic, young surgeon 
who will give extra energy to AKMG in the coming years. Let me take 
this opportunity to personally welcome Dr. Menon and our new, young 
Governing Body.  

The general body meeting in Philadelphia was well attended and dis-
cussed a wide range of matters concerning AKMG. It gave the current 
leaders more ideas and avenues to improve our membership, strengthen 
local chapters, and update the directory. The Kerala Education Initiative 
was also discussed at length. The AKMG general body thanked all the 

Upward and Onward… Majeed Paduvana, MD
mpaduvana@comcast.net
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Greetings from Canada! I would first like to thank the AKMG for giving 
me this opportunity to serve on the Executive Committee, as Secretary. 
It was timely because the AKMG members in Canada had just met to-
gether in the spring of this year and decided to have a separate Canada 
Chapter. I was chosen to be Secretary for this chapter as well. 

For those of you who don’t know me, I am a General Surgeon, prac-
ticing in Cornwall, Ontario, Canada. I am married to Jayasankar, who 
works for the Federal Government in Ottawa. We have two children, 
Ammu and Shaloo (Shalini). My other career is that of a Certified Pro-
fessional Life Coach, with a special interest in burnout. 

The AKMG has been doing great work from the time of its inception, 
and has been recognized both here and back in Kerala for their contribu-

Raji Menon, MD
shalini_apr@yahoo.comLooking Forward…

tions. I have to say that the stalwarts who founded and led this organiza-
tion over the years have left some very large shoes to fill in! I shall do my 
very best to make them proud. And in this endeavor I would love to learn 
from you all, and to hear from all of you what your own visions are for 
this organization.

In this day and age when everyone is busy and has many commit-
ments in their lives, it is difficult to get involved as much as we want to. 
Traveling has become expensive, and time has become precious. Under 
these circumstances, we have to accept the fact that not every member 

… Continued on page 5



right on the beach with spectacular ocean views. Also, the hotel is conve-
niently located within easy reach from South Beach, Lincoln Road, and 
Miami International Airport. 

Our Florida chapter is one of the most vibrant and active chapters of 
AKMG. Our advisory board is in the process of brainstorming so that 
we can create a one-of-a-kind experience for you all in Miami Beach. All 
programs will be catered towards the young and the restless as well as 
the mature crowd! As we get closer to the convention, we will be provid-
ing you all with more details. Please stay tuned!! Visit our website www.
akmg.org frequently for updates.

— Usha Mohandas, MD
Convention Chair

ushakmohandas@gmail.com

Sunil Kumar, MD
AKMG President

suvanesh09@gmail.com

then please write to me at suvanesh09@gmail.com and we will get it to 
you ASAP.  

Change is coming with our efforts in educational activities. “Educa-
tion is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world” 
said Nelson Mandela. With that in mind we recently created an Educa-
tion committee with our past president Dr. Hari as the chair. Plans are 
underway to revamp some of our past activities like Kerala Educational 
Initiative with old partners like KUHS and other new partners like IMA 
in Kerala. Education committee will also be active in creating the men-
torship program for our younger generation here in the US. Some of 
the ideas under consideration include an AKMG scholarship program 
for aspiring students from the Kerala community. Additionally, plans are 
underway for our first Poster Presentation competition during the next 
convention in Florida where fellows, residents and medical students can 
present scientific papers. 

Change is also coming into our AKMG membership initiatives. We 
are working on bringing new and younger physicians of the next gen-
eration to the forefront. This is crucial to our existence and growth. The 
time to transition our leadership to the very able hands of the vibrant 
next generation has come. We are working with an enthusiastic youth 
group to take AKMG to the next level. You will be receiving emails 
from our youth co-chairs Tracy Paul and Anupam Kumar. Please re-
spond to their emails, don’t ignore. They are our children and the future 
of AKMG. They will be working closely with our education committee 
for some of the future ventures. Mentoring the younger generation of 
prospective doctors may not take much of our time, but can be of invalu-
able help to them. Career advice, shadowing opportunities and interview 
help, are just a few of the help they need. Such acts of service can not only 
bring them closer to AKMG but can help build a bond between young 
physicians and AKMG. 

2016 AKMG Florida Convention
Continued from page 1

From the President
Continued from page 1 
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Change in 
this day and 
age cannot 
be expect-
ed without 
e m b r a c i n g 
te ch n ol o g y. 
You will very 
soon see an 
AKMG web-
site, with a 
new look and 
feel. Please 
check the site 

and send us your comments. We take your suggestions seriously. The 
digital directory is up and running, but with some changes. Again, I can-
not stress enough about the importance of updating the digital AKMG 
directory. Based on suggestions received we have made a few changes on 
our directory searching process. We feel that it is now easier and more 
user friendly we think. Please login to www.akmg.org and click on the 
Member login and search your file using your first and last name as well 
as multiple searchable data’s from the pull down menu. Once you iden-
tify your file, click on member login and enter your password. If you have 
never changed your password use the universal password “09876”. Once 
you login it will take you to your profile in the AKMG directory. Click 
on “Edit Profile” to change or correct your profile. Please make sure you 
change the temporary password to a personal password and make a note 
of it. Once you have completed editing and updating your profile, and 
changing your password, click “SUBMIT” to save the information. You 
also have the option to search our directory for other colleagues.  Please 
logout once done. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to 
contact me at suvanesh09@gmail.com.

Your Correct Email Address Needed
If you are not receiving any emails from 
AKMG, please send your current email 
address to suvanesh09@gmail.com. If you 
have family members in the medical field 
(physicians/dentists), please request them 
to send us their email address. Thank you.

Let me also take this opportunity to invite you all to attend the 37th 
Annual Convention at the tropical paradise, Miami Beach. Please save 
the dates, it will be from July 14-16, 2016.

We have started the process for change. Let us accept it, embrace 
it and move on with it!
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Song of the Mountains:
My Pilgrimage to Maa Ganga
A memoir by Shakuntala Rajagopal, MD

Unable to contain the grief from the loss of her 
husband of forty years, Raj – her soul-mate and 
best friend, the author, ‘Shaku’ (to her friends), 
decided to go on a pilgrimage to the holy river 
Ganga carrying the ashes of Raj.  As she points 
out, “New beginnings need empowerment from 
within. I decided to seek help from above to attain 
this. I felt a pilgrimage to The Holy River Ganges 
– Maa Ganga – would be a chance for a rebirth, 
and a new beginning.”

In her second book, Shaku takes us on an unforgettable journey, al-
beit a perilous one at that, to the ‘Char Dham’ (the four sacred sites re-
vered by Hindus) nestled in the foothills of the majestic Himalayas. As 
we travel along with her, we get to see the many splendors of nature like 
glowing glaciers and alpine meadows, listen to the songs of the moun-
tains, worship at the holiest of Hindu shrines and get the blessings of the 
Gods. I have never felt so close to heaven in my life. Entwined within this 
beautiful travelogue is Shaku’s own love story, an enduring monument 
to the only man in her life – her husband Raj, which is at once moving 
and inspiring.

The descriptions of the blissful sensation when Shaku takes a dip 
in the cold rushing waters 
of the Bhagirathi Ganga at 
Gangotri, 10,000 feet above 
sea level and the scorching 
dip in the hot springs of 
Alaknanda Ganga at Badri-
nath at 10,500 feet that 
gives her a sense of rebirth, 

are arresting. Coming face to face with the lofty snow-laden Himalayan 
peaks that you only see in TV or magazines, the loud clanging of the 
temple bells for evening prayers at Kedarnath, doing Shradhaa, a Hindu 
prayer ritual to honor the spirits of Raj and her ancestors at Badrinath, 
and finally the divine feeling experienced during a total immersion into 
the River Ganges at Haridwar, that completes her pilgrimage to Maa 
Ganga – all these would make you want to undertake such a pilgrim-
age yourself. Included in the book are many stunning photographs that 
capture the essence of this spiritual journey - glittering Himalayan peaks, 
the fast-flowing Ganga at Rishikesh, Laksman Jhula, the suspension 
bridge, sunrise through the cedars in the mountains and more.

Finally, in Shaku’s own words, “As my life and psyche evolved into 
survival mode, the reader sharing my journey will also be changed in 
the way he or she approaches major changes in life. My story will defi-
nitely empower the reader to take action and go forward in their own life, 
whatever the circumstance they are facing.” Written in beautiful prose 
that reads often like poetry, this is a love story and a spiritual tome; a 
must read for everybody. 

— Book Review submitted by  
MP Ravindra Nathan, MD

Book Review 
by MP Ravindra Nathan, MD
Editor, AAPI Journal

ISBN Paperback: 978-1-936449-82-8

ISBN EBook: 978-1-936449-84-2

LOCCN: 2015936240

Pages: 160

Trim: 5×8

Publication date: April, 2015

www.shakuraj.com

can make it to every convention. However, AKMG is much bigger than 
its conventions! There is so much good work that has been going on; we 
need people with passion and energy to step forward and carry on these 
activities. Senior members are burning out, and not many younger ones 
are coming forward to help out. This is something we have to change. 

At our meeting in Toronto, the question was raised as to who can 
become a member of the AKMG. The AKMG website has the following 
definition: Membership in AKMG is open not only to physicians and 
dentists who are alumni of medical and dental schools of Kerala, but also 
to any physician or dentist of Kerala heritage practicing in the United 
States or Canada.

We agreed, at our meeting, that this can be extended to physicians 
and dentists who are connected to Kerala in any way, including for ex-
ample, by marriage. We are on a membership drive, hoping to sign on 
members from all over Canada. 

In order to entice the younger generation back, I am hoping to help 

set up more programs geared to their needs, and interests. I also wish 
to see programs that will help them on all their career paths, not just in 
medicine.

In a few years, it will be my turn to host the Convention in Canada. 
By then, I am hoping that I will have been able to get to know most of 
you, and that we will have a great gathering here. 

But first things first! The next convention, led by Sunil and his team, 
will be in July 14th-16th, 2016, in Miami, Florida. The work for this has 
already started. Let us all help to make this a grand success by putting in 
whatever we can based on our abilities and resources. I wish Sunil and 
his team all the very best.

From the Secretary/Treasurer
Continued from page 3 



AKMG-HS (Humanitarian Services), our charitable foundation, has 
supported various causes in the U.S., Canada and Kerala. AKMG con-
tinues to initiate and maintain multiple educational and other supportive 
activities in the various medical colleges in Kerala. This is so very much 
an important part of our obligation to give back to the communities in 
North America and India/Kerala that have supported our clinical educa-
tion as well as ongoing professional activities. We have also teamed up 
with various charitable organizations and have supported many other 
charitable activities including disaster relief in India and in the United 
States.

We have been approached by Dr. Deepak Thekkoott (Zachary, LA) 
who is the Medical Director and one of the Chief Founders of Pothuja-
nasamithy Charitable Trust (Reg No77/12). Samithy is a charitable or-
ganization formed at the grassroots level and registered with the Kerala 
Government, that works in Kazhimbram, Kerala, a village along the coast 
of the Arabian Sea. Kazhimbram has its share of problems including 
significant poverty, and a high prevalence of cancer. All of which are ex-
acerbated by the exodus of young men to other countries in search of 
employment. Among the many charitable activities of this organization, 
one item stood out:  Taking care of funeral arrangements for those who 

need assistance. This has been most useful to the community. Samithy 
has invested in a freezer unit and a generator for the families who need 
to wait for the extended family members to arrive. This is a unique ser-
vice, which I would like to call it ‘Last Respect’. Please contact Dr. Thek-
koott at  deepak.thekkoott@cardio.com. More information on Samithy 
is available at www.samithy.com.

Trivandrum Medical College alumni and AKMG-HS has collabo-
rated for repairing the medical college hostels. Dr. Narendra Kumar has 
undertaken this project of refurbishing, repairing and installing new 
lights and sound systems to the TVM Medical College Anatomy Lec-
ture Hall.  Please contact Dr. Narendra Kumar at kum73@aol.com for 
more information.

I would like to recognize the Oswald Stevens Charitable Foundation, 
Anil Stevens and Anita Krishnan. They have contributed $10,000, annu-
ally for the third year in a row to sustain AAPI–AKMG Clinic in Pan-
angad, Cochin, Kerala, co sponsored by Dr. Parakkat Gopala Krishnan 
of Mullins, SC. My sincere thanks to all involved.

As I have mentioned before, I propose that we do planned giving 
through financial planning, utilizing the Wills and Trusts of the AKMG 
members. Members should consider establishing Donor–Advised Funds 
through the AKMG- HS, which is a 501(c)3  IRS Tax Exempt Charity, 
EIN 32-0051235.  Such funds would enable us to broaden the scope of 
our charitable mission.

Remember, your contributions to the HS are tax deductible. Since 
there is no administrative fee involved, 100% of your donations will go to 
the charity of your choice. Remember what Sir Winston Churchill said: 
“We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.”

We should be proud of the AKMG-HS.
Please donate to AKMG-HS this holiday season. AKMG-HS, 

Att: Dr. Prem Menon, 5217 Flanders Dr, Baton Rouge, LA 70808.

AKMG-HS:  
Celebrating Seventeen 
Years of Philanthropy

Prem Menon, MD
Chair, AKMG Humanitarian Services

drmenon@drmenon.com

Hope that you are enjoying the beautiful fall weather and are getting 
ready for the winter. We all had a good time at the Philadelphia conven-
tion. I am happy to report that a good number of new members par-
ticularly youngsters are joining. However we need to do more to grow 
stronger. I would like to make an effort to increase our membership so 
that more of us are able to connect and grow with each other.

We are updating the AKMG.org web site with an updated online 
database and member profiles. The new website will have better member 
services and hopefully better ‘new member/renew membership’ features. 
Our prospective young generation members are more tech savvy and we 
need to update our online presence to meet the demand.

Tomy Paul Kalapparambath, MD
tomypaulmd@aol.comReaching Out…

I think we can do more to attract our Dentist colleagues. We should 
make an effort to invite them for our meetings. I would think bringing 
them to the AKMG leadership positions will make for better awareness 
and attract more members overall.

We had a good dentistry related CME session at the Philadelphia 
convention, however presence of our dentist colleagues has been lacking 
in AKMG forums. May I suggest bringing them to leadership positions 
in AKMG to have better connectivity and involvement from their group 
as well? 

Please send me your suggestions for increasing our membership.
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I was very privileged and honored to serve as the 35th President of 
AKMG from 2014-2015.  It was indeed a great year gearing up for the 
convention in the city of brotherly love, Philadelphia, from September 
4th to 6th at the Downtown Marriott.   

We started working for the convention over the last two years with 
an active conven-
tion committee 
under the able 
leadership of Dr. 
Joseph Mathew 
as the convention 
chair. I want to 
thank all the con-
vention committee 
members for mak-
ing the convention 
a great success. 
We wanted to of-
fer quality CME 

and entertainment programs, fun-filled activities, and even provide all 
meals–including breakfast–free for all participants, all of which we could 
achieve. 

We kicked off the convention with a dinner boat cruise on Septem-
ber 4th, 2015 with entertainment including belly dancers. The cruise was 
well attended and enjoyed by all. 

The second day, September 5th, 2015, started with CME sessions that 
went very well and continued on to the third day. The CME lectures 
were presented by a majority of young physicians and dentists. The qual-
ity of the CME programs was excellent as per feedback from those who 
attended. 

We celebrated Onam with traditional procession, Chenda Melam, 
Thalappoli, Thiruvathira dance with our own Maveli followed by a tra-
ditional Onam Sadya. This did really take us all back to the nostalgic 
memories and excitement of the Onam celebration in Kerala. There was 
a literary session organized by Dr. Ramachandran Nair. Evening sessions 
were also well attended, with several dignitaries from India including 
Dr. Azad Moopen, the founder and chairman of Aster Medicity, Kochi.   
The health commissioner of Philadelphia, Dr. William Buehler, was the 
keynote speaker for the inaugural function. We honored several senior 
AKMG members; and Past Presidents offered their felicitations. Amrit 
Sandhya, a fusion dance program, by Bina Menon’s Kalashree School of 
Arts was the highlight of the evening. The Convention Souvenir was re-
leased during the evening event. Subsequently we were treated to a short 
skit by the Convention team under the direction of Dr. Mathew Chacko, 
who also moderated the campus comedy night.

Closing ceremony on the third day, September 6th, 2015, was attend-
ed by several dignitaries. Dr. Seema Jain, the current AAPI President 
gave the keynote address. Mr. Anto Antony, Member of Parliament, was 
also a distinguished guest of honor.  There was an award ceremony to 
recognize all the committee members. This was followed by an enjoyable 
stand up comedy by Mr. Paul Varghese. The grand finale was the Jayaram 
show after the gala dinner. We had a superb show with Film actor Pad-
amasri Jayaram, comedians Pisharodi and Dharmajan, film actresses Pri-
yamoni and Arya, Film Director Nadirsha , along with melodious singer 
Unnimenon. The audience was spellbound with their performances. 

Alex Thomas, MD
alexthomasmd1@gmail.comThank You All…

Media Logistics team under Mr. Sunil Tristar did a superb job with 
light, sound, stage and event management. They were also very effective 
in giving wide media exposure on TV channels and various newspapers. 

It was indeed a great get-together that created lots of excitement and 
fun reminiscing about the good old days, and also provided an oppor-
tunity to make new friendships while sharing a common cultural back-
ground. We were able to attract several young physicians, residents, fel-
lows, medical and dental students as we had offered subsidized rates for 
them.  Thank you all for your great support and participation. 

We have no regrets but only one disappointment that only about 150 
members showed up for the convention with their families whereas we 
were expecting about 250 families to attend. But we saw the excitement 
and enthusiasm on the faces of everyone–both young and old–and all 
felt that AKMG is very much alive and will continue to flourish.

From the 2015 Convention Chair…
It has been my honor and pleasure to serve as the convention chair of the 
36th AKMG Annual Convention held in Philadelphia.  It was a pleasant 
and great experience to work alongside a group of fine committee mem-
bers under the superb leadership of Dr. Alex Thomas.

We greatly appreciated your time, as well as the opportunity to inter-
act with all of you at the convention. As we got down to the nitty-gritty 
of organizing the convention, we realized that it was an immense and 
complex task. But the members of the convention committee rose to the 
occasion and accomplished the task by paying meticulous attention to 
details. Our priority was your comfort and enjoyment. There were, how-
ever, some shortcomings despite our best efforts. We were, therefore, a 
little nervous when we concluded the convention. We were not sure if we 
could live up to your high expectations. But the positive responses and 
innumerable e-mails we have received so far from the senior leadership 
of AKMG and many of the attendees have made us very happy.  We 
greatly appreciate your positive responses.  

I take this opportunity to thank each and every person who worked 
hard to make this event an enjoyable one. Let me say this to all the at-
tendees. Thank you all for your time and your commitment to attending 
the convention.

AKMG, under the leadership of Dr. Sunil Kumar, is working on fur-
ther enhancement of our membership drive, increasing our activities, and 

ensuring better participation of youngsters.  We 
are looking forward to a great year for AKMG.  
We wish Dr. Sunil Kumar and his team all the 
best for the upcoming 37th Annual AKMG 
Convention in Miami.

— Joseph Mathew MD,
Convention Chair

2015 AKMG Philadelphia Convention

7www.akmg.org



8 AKMG Reporter, Fall-Winter 2015

2015 Philadelphia
Convention Photos
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2016 AKMG Florida Convention
Eden Roc Resort Miami Beach • July 14th–16th, 2016

Miami photos courtesy of the Greater Miami Convention and Visitors Bureau,  
MiamiandBeaches.com; and Eden Roc photos courtesy of Eden Roc Resort Miami Beach.


